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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A second opinion on the fire hydrants
     In order to bring closure to the fire hydrant saga, I have asked for a second opinion on what needs to be done not only with the deficient hydrant but particularly to ensure that we have a efficient system to fight fires at Lakeside Terrace.  Up to now the single hydrant has been the focus of attention.  The solutions recommended to us have estimates that range from $70,000 up to $250,000 and more.  This unexpected cost has paralyzed progress toward needed the improvement and refurbishing of our community property. All our information has come through Legum & Norman’s representative and our engineering consultant. The Board has had no direct contact with the Office of the Fire Marshall.
     I have asked for a second opinion from a fire protection engineer, not just on the problem hydrant, but on the entire fire protection system for Lakeside Terrace, which includes the hydrant.  The engineer will have the system examined and then provide us with an analysis and evaluation of our system.  If there are deficiencies that put us at or below the standards for public safety we will be advised.

     When the deficiency was first addressed in 1983, all hydrants were on our domestic water line.  In 1984/5, the public water system was extended through the adjacent park land at Lakeside’s expense and two hydrants were connected to the public water system. The problem hydrant is still on the domestic water line.  At no time was our hydrant water supply considered an emergency, and the condominium has never been in jeopardy.

     The evaluation will be the basis for any needed dialogue with the Office of the Fire 

Marshall or any other official that weighs in on our final solution.

            James Mayo



President LTC Board
THE ANNUAL PICNIC –

SATURDAY SEPT 25

     The social committee is working on the plans for our Annual Picnic.  The date has been changed to Saturday Sept 25 from 1 to 4 pm.  The committee likes a good party and has some games, a raffle and other additions for the day up their sleeves, so watch for announcements.

      The picnic is free to all residents.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, soda, beer, wine, juice, coffee, and ice tea will be provided.  As is customary, we all enjoy some of the specialty salads and desserts that our residents bring to share.  Sign up sheets are in the mail room.  The sign up deadline is Monday, Sept 20.

     The committee is also looking for some volunteers to help with the festive decorating, the set up and clean up.  Please offer your help.  Working with the picnic group is always fun.

    If you have any questions about volunteering or what to bring, please phone Pat Dunigan, committee chair, at 301- 469- 0816.  And one last word, “Remember some pocket change for the raffle.” 

MOVIE NIGHT A COMMUNITY SUCCESS

     The Movie Night began last fall with a small but faithful group of residents who have provided our community with an opportunity to enjoy movies together.  A number of residents have joined over the year and it has become an event that we forward to.  .

      While we can watch movies at home, the Movie Night provides an opportunity for residents to enjoy the movies along with the companionship of their neighbors.

      This fall the group will meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday evenings, except for holidays which make an alternative evening more convenient.  The evening begins with a pre-show introduction.  Although it is not officially planned, very often the viewers will talk about the movie afterwards.  In fact these pre and post-viewing activities may be the best and most attractive feature of the event.

     A special event is planned on Saturday October 30th  to celebrate the first anniversary.  Mark your calendar for this evening of fun.

      All residents are welcome to come and join in these pleasurable evenings.  Watch for the current announcement of the upcoming movie in your local laundry room! 
MOVIE NIGHT SCHEDULE

Community Room Bldg A

7:30 pm 2nd and 4th Wednesdays

Date                Movie           Rated  Year    Type
	Sept 8

(Wed)
	Chinatown
	R
	‘74
	Drama

	Sept      

  22

(Wed)
	The African Queen
	-
	‘51
	Drama

	Oct 13

(Wed)
	Babettes’ Feast
	G
	‘87
	Foreign Drama

	Oct 27

(Wed)
	A Serious Man
	R
	‘09
	Drama

	Oct 30

(Sat)
	ET

A Special Event to Celebrate

LSTC Movie Night 1-year anniversary
	PG
	‘82
	Science Fiction


Our particular thanks to the organizers for their enthusiasm and dedication this last year!
THE ENGLISH CLUB RETURNS TO LSTC

      Living in an American English-speaking society can pose many challenges even for native speakers.  Effective communication is more essential today than ever before to avoid being misunderstood.  When words are used to demonize, to mislead, and otherwise to confuse already confusing matters, we really have to be on our toes.

     To take a look at English from the basis of speaking, interested residents are invited to meet in the Community Room of Building A Thursday September 9 at 7:30 pm.  The group will be led by Carol Thomas, last years’ organizer.  Participants will exchange frustrations, questions, ideas, problems of any sort related to using English more effectively.
ELECTRICITY OUTAGE

     A fierce early August storm left us with another outage for about 30 hours.  This one was unusual in that units lost partial power.  Some had refrigerator power, others did not.  John Blanton reported stringing electric wires between units to try and help those who needed the electricity, especially for refrigeration.

     The curious aspect to this outage was that we had neither hot water nor air conditioning.  The reason is that our electricity comes in three phases.  Only one phase failed, but all three phases are needed for the boiler room to function.  As John said, “If we are going to have an outage, this is the best way to have the electricity fail.”
ITEMS FROM THE BOARD MEETING 
Financial Summary

For the month of June



      May 30           June 30    
Operating Cash:    $315,275       $332,692
       Gain:  $17,416

Reserve Fund:    $1,145,054    $1,165,052

       Gain    $19,999

Total Cash:
    $1,460,329   $1,497,744

        Total gain:  $37,415
Miscellaneous: 
·  LTC was $19,788 over budget in June, due primarily to significant utility expenses

· Reserve fund expenditures in June: underground piping $1,400; asphalt $11,133; concrete $3,982

              For the month of July
      The financial reports for the month of July were not received by the time of the Board Meeting.

End of year Summary for F/Y10 
     As of June 30, 2010, income in F/Y 10 was $1,848,407, $19,767 higher than the $1,828,540 budgeted due to higher than expected interest income.

      Expenses were $1,843,819, $15,179 also higher than budgeted.  Significantly lower than expected insurance expenses helped balance out higher than expected expenses in utilities ($25,642 over budget), repair and maintenance expenses (HVAC repair) and service agreement expenses (snow removal).  More details are available in the Treasurer’s Report for August 24, 2010 which will be posted in the mail room.  
     LTC had an unaudited budget surplus of $4,588 for F/Y10
    Delinquencies for the year totaled $94,265.   

    The unaudited amount of the reserve fund on June 30, 2010 was $1,165,052, up from $827,249 on June 30, 2009.  Little was spent from reserves in F/Y 10 due to the uncertainty that the fire hydrant/piping project caused. 

     Total cash/investments (unaudited) on June 30, 2010 was $1,497,744.

 

Greg Kaminski


Treasurer, LTC Board

Management Report  John Algner is filling in as the representative of Legum & Norman until his replacement is named.
John Algner reported:
· The delinquency assessments are down slightly to 5.278%.  This number is still too high.

· He has contacted Matthew Jones of Bohler Engineering to review the recent WSSC Mandate that requires us to meter separately all commercial units.  We need to apply for a waiver from WSSC to install two meters rather than one.  WSSC prefers to read a single meter for each property.  However we have one commercial unit in A Bldg and one commercial unit in B Bldg, and the cost to us to connect them is excessive.
· Mr. Algner said that no progress has been made in getting signature cards changed so that only Board members can sign for our Reserve Fund accounts as required by law.

Property Engineer:  
John Blanton reported on the following items:
· Bids have come in on refurbishing the interior of the elevators.  They appear to be in the neighborhood of $50K total for the 4 elevators.  

· The barbed wire was removed from the pond fencing.

· The tree (a European Horn Beam) that fell in the last storm in front of B building has been replaced.

· The hedges by B building Garage have been attacked by an infestation of insects.  They have been sprayed, and a sample taken for analysis.

· The cost to sound proof the generators is being investigated.

· Brothers Paving has been working on a punch list to finish up the back lot repaving.  Included has been the sealing around the edges of the cement pads and at the interfaces with the old asphalt.

· John Blanton will be on vacation Sept 4 through Sept 13.
Open Forum Issues

· Sue Floyd brought up the advantage for selling properties if we could install individual washers and dryers in the units.  John Blanton has had Raine & Son in to evaluate the possibility. The discussion raised several issues for consideration: wiring, our limited drainage capability related to the construction of the buildings, possible surcharges, limiting types of washers.  John Blanton is working on a report to be brought to the Board for consideration.
· Sue Floyd also noted that the tennis courts are part of our common property and need to be brought up to a playable standard.

· Betty Djawdan has been trying to sell her unit, and has received very positive comments about the unit and about our location, but has found that the condo fee combined with unattractive hallways and lack of individual washers and dryers to be negatives.

· Katherine Johnson asked about the status of a reserve study.  Mr Algner said we have not had a full blown study done for a long time, and that our last reserve study was only a partial study that focused more on our operations equipment.  A new study would cost about $4,000--5,000. 
END OF THE SWIMMING SEASON

       Labor Day is upon us and the pool will be closing the weekend following Labor Day, Sunday, September 12. This summer produced many hot sunny days for our community to enjoy cooling off at the pool. This seemed to result in a larger turn out this season. The pool is one of the greatest attributes in our community, and it is nice to see people enjoying the water. 

      We extend our appreciation to Michael (Mikail Velev), our life guard this season, for maintaining the pool and keeping us safe. Michael will be returning to his law studies in Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria. We have enjoyed his presence and wish him the very best in the coming year.

      Contributions to a farewell gift can be made personally to him or at the office by Friday Sept.10.
RECYCLING

     John Blanton has recently received a letter from the Montgomery County Recycling Program Manager providing us with some interesting recycling information.  In 2009 LTC recycled 32.1% of our trash.  In the previous year it was 28.7%, so we have improved a bit.  Still the overall rate for the county was 44.2%.  We have a way to go to match that….On the other hand, multi-family recycling rate was an abysmal 14.1%, and we exceeded that by a long way!

     One of the condo rules for the county is that we can only post “official” signs in our trash rooms.   Although some have found the official posters a bit confusing, we cannot place what we might consider our own helpful additions.  However, from time to time updated official signs will appear, and in fact a new poster will be placed in our trash rooms soon.  The County has also given us some current handouts on recycling.  Copies have been placed in the mail rooms for residents.  More can be ordered when these run out.      
        To provide some useful guidelines to our residents, Roy Thomas, a long time resident, has volunteered to provide the Con-Do-It with short articles over the next several months taking on one issue of trash each month.  His reminders will be identified as “Trash Talk”.  We hope you enjoy this approach and can use the information to help us improve our own recycling program percentage, and additionally to help keep our trash rooms tidier.
TRASH TALK

	WHAT PAPER GOODS DO WE RECYCLE?

Mixed paper, clean & dry:

· Small cardboard boxes without styrofoam fillers – Large empty boxes to the dumpster
· Newspaper/Inserts without plastic

· Magazines

· Unwanted mail

· Cereal boxes (remove wax liner)
· Rinsed paper liquid containers, including juice, milk/cream, soy milk

· Paperback and hardback books 
· Telephone books

· Shredded paper (in a paper bag)
· All clean dry paper that tears

Place NONE of the following in the 
       MIXED PAPER CAN:
NO Plastic bags, wrappers, not even to hold     

         something
NO Soiled food containers, including          

        Pizza and cookie boxes, cake pans

NO Wet, soggy material, including food, 

        diapers, paper, cardboard

NO Plastic containers, bottles

NO Cans or glass bottles




BUILDING INSPECTION

     Barbara Barracato, John Blanton and Gerard Gallick walked through our property and assembled a check list of things to be done over the coming weeks.  All wings, all levels including the garage and penthouse, and landscaping were addressed in both buildings. A “To-Do” List is available for interested residents to look at in the office.  Regular follow-up walk-throughs are planned.
LANDSCAPING
     The Landscaping committee received approval from the Board to spend $2250 from the Beautification Fund to add to the plantings in front of Building A to fill in some of the “thin” places.  A few of the roses that are presently too shaded will be moved to the entry bed at Democracy.  A few plantings will be transplanted to fill in areas that are presently bare in the front of B building.

       The biggest difference will be at the front entrance to Garage A where the old junipers will be removed and a new bed prepared.  

       Dunigan Landscaping expects to complete the work in September.

DECORATING COMMITTEE
     The decorating committee is composed of the chairman Barbara Barracato and three members from building A (Sheila Ben-Dashan, Pat Dunigan, Carol Getzinger), and three from B (Sue Floyd, Sally Ann Mullen, Ana Oza)

      A meeting is scheduled for mid-September for the committee to meet with the decorator Amy Gudelsky to present the plans she has drawn up.  The community will be involved in a presentation at a later time.
HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS:

Throwing Out Food Gone Bad
      In the July electricity outage many of us lost refrigerated and frozen food, and we threw it in the trash chute.  The consequence was a rotten, smelly disaster-ooze made worse by the hot weather that our staff ended up having to clean out. We have since had the chutes professionally cleaned. 

     For the future, if you need to dispose of food gone bad, please carefully bag it in plastic trash bags – double bag it if you have more than a little – and carry it down to the dumpster on the garage level. Small amounts of food can also be wrapped, refrozen and disposed of on Monday mornings before trash pick-up.  It will reduce the contamination caused by ripped bags.  It will also be hugely appreciated by our staff.
Bare Feet in Common Areas
     The Con-Do-It has been asked to remind all residents and their guests that our Condo rules do not allow bare feet in any of our common areas: the hallways, the laundry, or lobbies.  If this is the habit of anyone in your unit, please keep a pair of flip-flops or slip-ons inside your door for easy use.
Parking Reserved for Doctors/Dentists

     We have several marked parking spots in front of both buildings reserved solely for the clients of the doctor and/or dentist who have offices here.  Please do not use these spaces between the posted hours of 8am-6pm.

A FORMER LTC PRESIDENT PASSES AWAY

      We regret to announce that Benjamin Binder, a resident of Leisure World and former president of LTC Association passed away August 27, 2010.

    UNITS FOR RENT OR FOR SALE   

    In order to make information available to interested people, a bulletin board has been placed just inside the office for the use of owners and agents to list contact numbers for units available for rent or for sale.  There is also a place to list garage spaces for rent or sale.
      THE NEXT BOARD MEETING
      The next board meeting will be held September 28, in the Community Room, A building.  The Open Forum will begin at 7:00 pm.  Residents are encouraged to ask questions or raise concerns at this time.  Both the Open Forum and the Board Meeting may be recorded. (Approved) Minutes of the Board meetings are posted in the mail rooms.
 WEBSITE  INFORMATION

    The Con-Do-It and the Minutes of the Board meetings are posted on the LTC website each month.  We also have a courtesy serve list for non-resident owners who would like to have Con-Do-Its emailed to them.  Please make requests to the office. 
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